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theless treat the subject somewhat more broadly with respect to our domestic industries and speak of the probable effect on our social and economic life, to be expected from the general introduction of the new system. In Germany it is about the same with scientific management as with many inventions in technique. German industry takes up new ideas much more slowly than foreign industries, but it soon far surpasses them in development and scope because it undertakes the experimentation and complete working out with genuine German scientific thoroughness and perseverance. When I first became acquainted with Taylor's doctrine, I was surprised that these ideas originated in America and not in Germany, because the admirable thoroughness, the great perseverance with which Taylor pursued his goal, the almost arbitrary rules covering all apparently unimportant details and processes, the analyzing and observing one by one of all the activities and motions, are phenomena which are more characteristic of the German than of the American people.
This fact established, the many objections to the possibility of a general introduction of Taylor's scientific management in German industries are removed. For the reasons already stated, it is admirably suited for our conditions, that is to say, the application of these principles as such; not, however, the wholesale transplanting of all the regulations and mechanisms, as employed in any particular one or another of the shops organized by Taylor in the United States. To be sure, these give us the key and the main outlines how to proceed,